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73F§ Use of Informants Is 



By BETTY MEDSGER 

Spccinl to The Inquirer 
And Washington Post 

WASHING TON — Copies of 
records stolen from the FBI 
office in Media, Pa. t says the 
bureau’s surveillance of cam- 
pus and black activist organ- 
izations is done by a diverse 
group of informants, includ- 
ing. on at least one campus, 
a switchboard operator. 

One of the documents re- 
ceived by the Washington 
Post encourages agents to 
step up interviews with dis- 
senters “for plenty of reasons, 
chief of which are it will en- 
hance the paranoia endemic 
in these cricles and will fur- 
ther serve to get the point 
across there is an FBI agent 
behind every mailbox. 



“In addition/* continues the 
Sept. 16, 1970, document, 

“some will be overcome by 
the overwhelming personali- 
ties of the contacting agent 
and volunteer to tell all— per- 
haps on a continuing basis.** 

Late Tuesday, Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell 
asked that the stolen material 
not be published on the 
ground that “disclosure of 
this information could endan- 
ger the lives or cause other 
serious harm to persons en- 
gaged in investigative activi- 
ties on behalf of the United 
States.** 

Copies of the stolen records 
were received Monday by 
Sen. George S. McGovern (D., 
S.D.) and Hep. Parren J. 



Mitchell (D., Md.). Sen. Mc- 
Govern and Rep. Mitchell 
gave the FBI the documents, 
believed to be identical to 
those received by the Wash- 
ington Post. 

Other documents dealt with 
the Philadelphia Black Pan- 
thers, a Philadelphia area ^ 
college professor, the Na- 
tional Black Economic De- 
velopment Conference 
(BEDC), and two peace 
group meetings, one of which 
was a world conclave of war 
opponents. Several of the 
documents were dossiers on 
individuals not cited as be- 
longing to organizations un- 
der surveillance. - 

Muhammad Kenyatta, a na- * 
tional vice president of the 



BEDC and head of the Phila- 
delphia unit, is mentioned 
several times in the FBI doc- 
uments. The BEDC promul- 
gated the Black Manifesto in 
1969 calling for churches to 
pay reparations for racial 
injustices. 

(In Philadelphia, Kenyatta 
said in an interview that he 
bad seen the documents but 
declined to comment on them. 

(“We’ll probably have sub- 
stantially more stuff .* . . at 
a press conference either Wed- 
nesday or Thursday. 

(“It is a very touchy thing. 
The whole business 3s very 
dangerous just like thfcy 
say . . . 

(Asked how he has. acquired 
the documents, he replied: 
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Revealed by Stolen Record < 
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“'Hie FBI has its system and 
we have our system.*’) 

A six-page memorandum 
prepaired by an FBI agent in- 
cludes a reproduction of the 
BEDC checking account state- 
ment at the Southeast National 
Bank in Chester, during >a 
three- month period last year. 

Daniel McGronigle, who was 
cashier at the time, said Tues- 
day that he had authorized re- 
lease of this norma By confi- 
' dential information only after 
the agent presented a court 
order or subpena. "I'm sure he 
did*’ show such a paper, Mc- 
Gronigle said in an interview. 

Asked if he would have 
opened checking account rec- . 
ords to an FBI agent on an in- 



format basis, McGronigle said, 
“No.** 

Kenyatta and his wife, 
Mary, are the only two per- 
sons authorized to sign checks 
on the account, said the 
memo. The balance of the ac- 
count ranged from a high of 
SI, 948.56 on April 9, 1970, to a 
low of $38.19 on May 4, 1970. 

Among <fne checks drawn 
during the period the account 
was under surveillance were 
S144.95 for phone bills, a $300 
hospital bill, a $100 grant to a 
community center and a $1,000 
clothing allowance. 

Another memo on BEDC 
states the time and location of 
a BEDC meeting. The memo 

Continued on Page 8, Col. 3 
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Continued from First Page 

included a recommendation 
th ait one of the persons pres- 
ent be "indexed." 

Agents apparently suspect- 
ed the Philadelphia area pro- 
fessor of harboring one or 
more fugitives. 

The local police chief, the 
local posbmaster and letter- 
carriers, a campus security 








officer, and a switchboard 
operator at the college were 
engaged by the FBI to assist 
in the surveillance of the 
professor, according to. a re- 
port by an FBI agent. 

The postmaster, according 
to the memo, was shown 
copies of "wanted" posters 
of the alleged fugitives. 

The document quoted the 



postmaster as having told the 
FBI that he had -alerted his 
carriers to the appearance of 
fugitives. The professor’s mail 
carrier said the memo "reveals 
that he has no recollection of 
mail coming to that residence 
addressed to other than" the 
. professor and his family. 

The telephone operator, ac- 
cording to the documents, 
agreed to furnish the FBI 
with a list of Ion g-di stance 
telephone calls to or from the 
professor. 

The FBI agent reported that 
the switchboard operator told 
him the professor had brought 
controversial speakers to the 
campus and that he was gen- 
erally regarded a-s a "radi- 
cal." 

In an interview, the switch- 
board operator said she was 
shocked by the FBI report. 
She said the FBI never ques- 
tioned her about the professor 
named in the document and 
that she did not know him. 

She denied that she agreed 
to report on the professor’s 
long-distance calls. 

"Tha-t could cost me my 
job," she said. "It would be 
a breach of ethics. I would 
never do that." 

Ln a telephone interview, 
the campus security officer 
said he would have to confer 
wiith the FBI agent before he 
answered questions, "Because, 
as I say, we are working to- 
gether on this." 

A memo from another FBI 
agent reports on several Black 
Panther conversations. 

In an FBI document dated 
Sept. 16, 1970, an apparent 
reference is ^made to student 
agents: 

"The director has okayed 
PSI’s and Si’s age 18 to 21. 
We have been blocked off 
from this critical age group 




in the past. Let us take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity." 

Tuesday night, Justice De- 
partment officials denied that 
SI stands for "student inform- 
er" or that PSI stands for 
"paid student informer," but 
they refused to disclose what 
the initials mean. 

FBI CODES APPEAR 
Justice Department sources 
said Tuesday there is no ques- 
tion that the documents are 
, copies of files stolen Ln a 
burglary of the FBI’s Media 
office on March 8. 

The packet contained 14 FBI 
documents, a covering letter, 
and an additional statement 
from the Citizen’s Commission 
. to investigate the FBI, which 
has claimed responsibility for 
the burglary. Most of the FBI 
documents were on pages 
marked "United States Gov- 
ernment Memorandum." 

Various FBI codes were on 
the records, including identi- 
. fi cation numbers and names 
of agents and numerous case 
numbers and names of per- 
sons under surveillance. 
CENSORSHIP APPEAL 
Attorney General Mitchell 
in his appeal for self-censor- 
ship said: 

"It appears likely that these 
records ‘ include information 
which would disclose the iden- 
't5ty of confidential investiga- 
tion sources and information 
relating to the national de- 
fense. 

"Disclosure of national de- 
fense information could injure 
the United States and give aid 
to foreign governments whose 
interests might be inimical to 
those of the United States. The 
Department is attempting to 
determine which of the docu- 
ments stolen may contain 1 
such information." 
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